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Students… A B C+ C C- 

1.	Construct	and	
negotiate	meaning	in	
a	growing	range	of	
settings.1 

Can	communicate	
understanding	and	
thinking	in	a	variety	of	
situations	using	
learned	expressions	
to	assist	with	and	
clarify	meaning. 

Can	usually	
communicate	
understanding	and	
thinking	in	a	variety	of	
situations	using	
learned	expressions	to	
assist	with	and	clarify	
meaning. 

Can	adequately	
communicate	
understanding	and	
thinking	in	some	
situations	using	
learned	expressions	to	
assist	with	and	clarify	
meaning. 

With	support,	can	
communicate	
adequate	
understanding	and	
thinking	in	some	
situations	using	
learned	expressions	to	
assist	with	and	clarify	
meaning. 

With	support,	can	
communicate	basic	
understanding	and	
thinking	in	some	
situations	using	
learned	expressions	to	
assist	with	and	clarify	
meaning. 

Evidence: 

2.	Exchange	ideas	and	
information	using	a	
growing	fluency	in	
skills	such	as	
questions	&	answers,	
descriptions,	
comparisons,	
explanations	and	
opinions. 

Can	easily	exchange	
ideas	and	information	
in	a	range	of	everyday	
situations,	using	all	
the	skills	from	the	big	
idea. 

Demonstrates	a	strong	
ability	to	exchange	
ideas	and	information	
in	a	range	of	everyday	
situations,	using	all	
the	skills	from	the	big	
idea. 

Demonstrates	a	
growing	ability	to	
exchange	ideas	and	
information	in	a	range	
of	everyday	situations,	
using	all	the	skills	from	
the	big	idea. 

Demonstrates	a	basic	
ability	to	exchange	
ideas	and	information	
in	a	range	of	everyday	
situations,	using	all	the	
skills	from	the	big	idea. 

With	support,	
demonstrates	a	basic	
ability	to	exchange	
ideas	and	information	
in	a	range	of	everyday	
situations,	using	all	the	
skills	from	the	big	idea. 

Evidence: 

 
 
 
 

3.	Expand	
understanding	of	
Francophone	culture	
through	the	
exploration	of	
Francophone	creative	
works,	and	cultural	
aspects	of	
Francophone	
communities,	
practices	and	
traditions. 
 

Can	easily	read,	view	
and	demonstrate	a	
thorough	
understanding	of	a	
growing	range	of	
creative	works	and	
cultural	aspects	of	
Francophone	
communities,	through	
discussion	of	cultural	
diversity	in	local	
contexts. 

Demonstrates	a	strong	
ability	to	read,	view	and	
demonstrate	a	growing	
range	of	creative	works	
and	cultural	aspects	of	
Francophone	
communities,	through	
discussion	of	cultural	
diversity	in	local	
contexts. 

Demonstrates	a	
growing	ability	to	
read,	view	and	
demonstrate	an	
understanding	of	a	
growing	range	of	
creative	works	and	
cultural	aspects	of	
Francophone	
communities,	through	
discussion	of	cultural	
diversity	in	local	
contexts. 

Demonstrates	a	basic	
ability	to	read,	view	
and	demonstrate	an	
understanding	of	a	
growing	range	of	
creative	works	and	
cultural	aspects	of	
Francophone	
communities,	through	
discussion	of	cultural	
diversity	in	local	
contexts. 

With	support.	
demonstrates	a	basic	
ability	to	read,	view	
and	demonstrate	an	
understanding	of	a	
growing	range	of	
creative	works	and	
cultural	aspects	of	
Francophone	
communities,	through	
discussion	of	cultural	
diversity	in	local	
contexts. 

Evidence: 

																																																								
1	Strategies	used	to	increase	understanding	at	this	level	include	interpreting	gestures,	facial	expressions,	intonation,	tone	of	voice,	contextual	clues,	
and	familiar	words.  
	



4.	Understand	and	
use	increasingly	
complex	learned	
vocabulary	and	
language	structures.2 
														  

Demonstrates	
significant	growth	
over	time	of	the	
ability	to	use	a	range	
of	increasingly	
complex	learned	
vocabulary	and	
language	structures,	
appropriate	for	grade	
level. 

Demonstrates	
consistent	growth	over	
time	of	the	ability	to	use	
a	range	of	increasingly	
complex	learned	
vocabulary	and	language	
structures,	appropriate	
for	grade	level. 

Demonstrates	
moderate	growth	
over	time	of	the	
ability	to	use	a	range	
of	increasingly	
complex	learned	
vocabulary	and	
language	structures,	
appropriate	for	grade	
level. 

Demonstrates	
adequate	growth	over	
time	of	the	ability	to	
use	a	range	of	
increasingly	complex	
learned	vocabulary	
and	language	
structures,	
appropriate	for	grade	
level. 

Demonstrates	minimal	
growth	over	time	of	
the	ability	to	use	a	
range	of	increasingly	
complex	learned	
vocabulary	and	
language	structures,	
appropriate	for	grade	
level. 

Evidence: 

5.	Use	grade	
appropriate	
vocabulary	and	
structures	learned	
in	class	to	
demonstrate	an	
increasingly	
complex	ability	to	
connect	sequences	
of	events	in	past,	
present	and	future	
time	frames.3 

Demonstrates	consistent	
growth	in	the	ability	to	use	
and	understand	grade	
appropriate	vocabulary	and	
structures	learned	in	class	
to	connect	increasingly	
complex	sequences	of	
events	in	past,	present	and	
future	time	frames. 

Demonstrates	
moderate	growth	in	
the	ability	to	use	and	
understand	grade	
appropriate	
vocabulary	and	
structures	learned	in	
class	to	connect	
increasingly	complex	
sequences	of	events	
in	past,	present	and	
future	time	frames. 

Demonstrates	
adequate	growth	in	
the	ability	to	use	and	
understand	grade	
appropriate	
vocabulary	and	
structures	learned	in	
class	to	connect	
increasingly	complex	
sequences	of	events	
in	past,	present	and	
future	time	frames. 

Demonstrates	
minimal	growth	in	the	
ability	to	use	and	
understand	grade	
appropriate	
vocabulary	and	
structures	learned	in	
class	to	connect	
increasingly	complex	
sequences	of	events	
in	past,	present	and	
future	time	frames. 

With	support,	
demonstrates	minimal	
growth	in	the	ability	to	
use	and	understand	
grade	appropriate	
vocabulary	and	
structures	learned	in	
class	to	connect	
increasingly	complex	
sequences	of	events	in	
past,	present	and	
future	time	frames. 

Evidence: 

        

Note:	for	each	Big	Idea,	students	must	demonstrate	evidence	of	learning	using	ALL	of	the	four	language	competencies	(speaking,	
listening/viewing,	reading	and	writing.) 
 
Some	key	terms: 

• “growth/growing”	refers	to	the	idea	that	students	need	to	show	that,	over	time,	they	are	able	to	perform	a	skill	in	a	wider	
range	of	situations	and	with	greater	fluency.	Their	ability	to	perform	a	given	skill	will	be	limited	at	the	beginning	of	the	course,	
but	over	time	and	with	practice	should	grow.	Students	will	collect	evidence	of	growth	through	their	course	work,	and	will	
demonstrate	it	through	their	portfolios. 

 
• “grade	appropriate”	refers	to	the	idea	that	students	should	be	using	only	language	structures	and	material	that	are	taught	in	

class	or	in	materials	connected	to	course	work.	They	should	be	able	to	identify	and	explain	use	of	a	given	tense	or	structure,	

																																																								
2	Language	structures	at	this	level	include	adjectives,	partitive	articles,	contractions	with	à,	subject	pronouns,	etc.		
	
3	Timeframes	will	be	expressed	using	a	variety	of	common	verbs	in	le	futur	proche,	le	présent,	and	le	passé	composé.		
	



and	use	it	in	another	context	to	show	that	it	is	learned	material	not	generated	by	a	translator	or	other	form	of	outside	
assistance. 

 
• “learned”	is	very	similar	to	“grade	appropriate”.	Learned	material	and	structures	start	with	those	covered	in	class.	From	time	

to	time,	students	will	find	additional	vocabulary	on	their	own	in	dictionaries.	This	is	a	normal	part	of	language	student	growth	
and	is	encouraged.	In	order	to	demonstrate	that	the	material	has	been	learned,	the	student	should	be	able	to	show	that	they	
can	use	a	word	or	structure	in	all	four	language	competencies	(speaking,	listening/viewing,	reading,	writing)	and	that	they	can	
use	it	appropriately	in	more	than	one	context.	If	students	find	new	words/material	on	their	own,	they	are	encouraged	to	
experiment	with	it	in	all	four	competencies	and	ask	the	teacher	for	help	as	needed	to	be	able	to	show	that	it	is	learned. 

 
• “basic”		refers	to	the	idea	that	the	student	can	use	models	and	structures	that	are	used	as	examples	or	exercises	in	class,	but	

may	struggle	to	connect	them,	go	beyond	what	is	introduced	when	learning	a	structure,	or	see	how	it	fits	with	previously	
learned	material.	From	time	to	time	more	advanced	vocabulary	and	structures	will	be	taught	in	class,	but	students	at	a	basic	
level	may	struggle	with	using	it. 

 
• “minimal”	refers	to	the	idea	that	a	student	can	still	perform	at	a	basic	level	but	is	not	yet	able	to	go	beyond	that	level,	even	

after	opportunities	for	practice	have	been	given.	They	are	still	able	to	show	some	growth	in	the	range	of	skills	or	fluency	level	of	
their	language	use	over	time. 

 
• “with	support”	means	that	a	student	may	regularly	need	notes,	repetition,	verbal	prompting	or	other	supports	in	order	to	use	

vocabulary	or	structures.	This	does	not	refer	to	the	occasional	need	for	a	prompt	when	a	student	has	forgotten	a	word	and	
then	is	able	to	continue	on	independently	and	show	growth	in	other	areas.	 

 
	


